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YEAR 

 
 
No. of  volunteers 

 
 
No. of days worked 

  

 1995 621 532 

 1996 513 401 

 1997 640 395 

 1998 634 556 

 1999 481 596 

 2000 416 570 

 2001 465 369 

 2002 453 461 

 2003 672 675 

 

Lighthouse Keepers on Mana Island by David Cornick 
 
The first principal Lighthouse keeper on Mana Island was William Hendle who was born in London in 1831 and 
served at Trinity House (for family of men of the sea – ie lighthouse keepers). 
 
In 1856, William sailed to New Zealand and married Jane White. Their family consisted of James White (born 1857 
and died 1863), George Norton (born 1862) and Robert White, born 1864. 
 
William’s appointment with the Marine Board as first principal lighthouse keeper on Mana Island began on 1 
February 1865 with a salary of �190 per annum. 
 
Two more children were born on the Island - George in 1867 and Alfred John in 1869.  Unfortunately George 
Norton died in February 1866.  In July 1870, after a stay of five years, the family moved to Cape Campbell 
lighthouse where Earnest was born in 1871.   
 
The move to Pencarrow lighthouse was in 1872 where William tragically lost his wife as reported in The Evening 
Post on Wednesday April 21 1875 – 

 
“A very sad accident occurred at the lighthouse on Pencarrow Head the night before last, 
attended, we regret to say, with fatal results.  Mrs Hendle, wife of one of the lighthouse-keepers, 
had been taking some coffee to her husband, who was on the top of the tower.  She had descended 
the stairs safely so far as the first landing, but just afterwards Mr Hendle heard a scream and the 
sound of a fall and found his wife lying at the foot of the staircase.  Her injuries proved so serious 
that she expired this morning from the effects.” 
 

After six years William returned to Cape Campbell lighthouse in April 1878. 
 
William Hendle died of a heart attack in the lightroom of the lighthouse on Wednesday March 30 1881 at the age of 
50.  The Marine Department sent his body back to Wellington on the “Stellar”. 
 
Jane and William were both buried in the Bolton Street Cemetery and later re-interred at the time of the motorway 
construction. 
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Visit our website – 
 
www.manaisland.org.nz 
 
For general information, contact 

addresses and membership forms.  

There is also an order form for a 

PowerPoint presentation CD 

available for sale to schools or 

community groups. The cost is 

$10.00 per copy 
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Volunteer Statistics 



��������	�
�����
�����
�

� ���� ���� 	
� � � 
	�
�

	��
��
�� 
� ���� ��� ��� �� �
�

���� �������� ����
�� �
�����

��	�
�		� ��

� ���� �����



����


�
�����������
����

����
� ��

	��� � � ! �����

��
�� ��� ��
���� ���

"�����
	� #	�

�� ��� �����

�������� $��� ����
� �����	�



�� �%� 	�������� 	��
�	�

��
��� ���� ������ ��

	����

���& 


 ��

�

� ���� 
	��
���
�������������

'���	�� 
	� ������ � � ( ��

� ������ � �	���� �
� ����


��	���)� ������
�� ���� 

��

�
���
�� ��� 

�� ���
� ���

	������	��� ���� * ���
��

+ ���
����	� � ��� � ����

�����
�� ���� � ���� ����

	������ � ���� ���� ����

��

��
�������
� � � �� 
	�
�

�����
��� �
� � �� � ,�
�-	�

�
� ��

�

* �

�� ��
�	���� ���� � ����

���.���� 

�� ���
� �������

� ���� ��
�� ����	� 

�� � ����

���� �
���� ����
� ��

	��� �

� ��� ��
�	���� ���� 	�� � ���

	��
�� �����
� � �� 
�����

��	����
� �

�

* �

�� 

�� � 
	�
� ��	�����

	�/� ��
���	� �
� ���� $0�

� 

�
��� � ��)� ���� ��� �
��

� �
����)� � ���� ���
�

� 
���
��� �
� & 


� ���� 
�

���������������
�	 ���

�

! 
������ ������ ����

� 
���
��� ��� � � 1 �����

������� ���� � ���� �2 & #�

( �	�����
�� * ����� 	��
�� 
�

� ����
�� ���

�
�� 

��

����
��
�����������
����
��	 ��

( �	����� ����	� � ����

�������� 

�� 
��3�� ����

��

�
���� 
���
�� 
	���	��������

���� ( �	����� '�� � ����� ��

1 ����
�	������	���������

�

�/��
� �
�� � ��
� ����

� �
����� ���
��� 

	�� �

�

1 �����	����
�	��
������
�

���
�� 	�� �� ��	�
��� ��

4����� � 
	� ������
�� ����

� ��
������ �
��	� ���

* ����	)� � �

��� � 
	�

��	�
����
�� ���� ��	���	
��

��� ���� ��� � �
� ������ �
�

���� �������
�� �����
���
�

����	� 

�� � �	�� � 
	�

������
������5�

�����	����

������
��	�����	�

��� �����

����	�� �����
��
������  �

�

#
��������������

�������
�

���� & �	������� 	�����	� ���

���� #	�

�)� 	���	� ���� � 
�

��	����

���
�4
�����#	�

��

� ���� ��
���� �
� ���� ���
�	�

�������	 ��#��� �����
����
��

����� ����
�	��������������


��� 

�� ��	���	� ���� �����

����� ��
���	� ���		��� ����

���	����.��� �

�

'������� ����	� �
��� ���
�

���� �
� �
� ���� 1 �����
�
�

��
��)� ����
��
�� ���� ����



���������	�6���
���
�
	7 �

�

1 ��� ��/����
� �
� ����

�����	� �
	� ���
� 	��
����

� ������������������ �

�

+ ���
����	� �
��� ���
�

�����
�� �
� ���� � ��	���)�

	�
���
�� 
� � 
.��� 	������

���.���� �
� ���� �������	�

��

��
�� ����	� ��� �����

���
����
�	��
�����	�����	�

� �/� 	�� ��
�� ���� 
�/�� 839�

��
�	� ��

��
�� �

� ���

��


�� �

�

� ���� ���� �8� � 
	� 
� 	
��

�
� � � 1 ��� ���� ��
�)� � �����

�
��	����������#	�

��� ����

���� ������
� ��
�	)� � 
	�

�
��
� ���� ��	� ��

�� ���

�

������� ���
�� ���� ���� ����

��
��� � � � 
	�
)� � ��� 

��

* �

��	
���
�& 


�:

����

�)� �
�� 
� 
���� ����� �����



�� �
� �� ��� � ���� 	�� ��

��
�� ������ � � ;"����� � 
	�
�
3� �
��� ��� 	�
��� �����
�	� ��	�
���
�������	��������<�=�>�? ��

�

������� ���� �
�� 	���� )�

������ � ���� 	�/� 1 
�
���

�����	 � � "�
��� 
��� 
�� �

� 
���
�� ���� 	�� �� ��
��

� �
������
����������������

�
�������	�����
� �

�

1 ��� ���� ���
�� �
� � 

�
���

� 
	� ���� �
���� ����
�

��

	���� 6"��� ������� �
�

��� 87)� 
�	�� ���� ����
	�� ���

����	��������	��
�	 ��

�

������� 
���		� � 
	�

��	�������� ���� ���� � �
���

��� � 

�
��� ���� ��� ����

�
���
	�
��������
@
�� �

�

1 ��� ���
�� 
�� ���� ���

��	����	� ���� ���A� � 
	�

%%%)� ��� 
� �
� �
	�� ��
�)�

����
���� ���� ��� ���� ����

	�� � �� ��



 
FAIRY PRIONS ALL AT SEA  by Colin Ryder 
 
Three weeks to the day after arriving at Mana Island, the last of the 100 fairy prion chicks transferred 
from Stephens Island in January has headed out to sea. 
 
While these birds spend the next three years in the changeable and sometimes extreme conditions of 
Cook Strait, it is hoped that the first of the 240 chicks transferred from Stephens Island since January 
2002 will return to Mana Island later this year 
 
Describing the three year project to re-establish a breeding colony of fairy prions on the Island as 
“very successful”, Friends of Mana Island president Brian Paget said it was particularly pleasing that 
all chicks fledged without a single fatality.   
 
This is despite eight chicks having to be moved to drier accommodation this year when their burrows 
became flooded because of torrential rain.  One chick was even found floating, quite happily, in 
several centimetres of water in its burrow. 
 
“This is a tribute to the Department of Conservation, our contractors, and particularly, the many 
volunteers who fed the chicks during their stay on Mana Island.  The project has enabled techniques 
used in seabird transfers to be refined”  Mr Paget said.  “This means that transfers involving other 
seabirds elsewhere can proceed more smoothly, more cheaply, and with a higher chance of success.” 
 
The Friends of Mana Island was established in December 1998 to promote and enhance the Scientific 
Reserve on Mana Island and to encourage the general public to take an active interest in all aspects of 
conservation on the island. 
 
In addition to the fairy prion project, the Friends have provided support for several other projects and 
activities, including organising and substantially funding the volunteer effort in planting 85,000 trees.  
Future species transfers planned include yellow-crowned parakeets and flax weevils next month and 
fluttering shearwaters in 2005. 

Tiritiri Matangi 
Our speaker at the AGM this year is Carl Hayson, Chair-
person of the Supporters of Tiritiri Matangi Inc.  He has an 
impressive CV.  He joined the Supporters shortly after it was 
formed in October 1988 and has since served as Treasurer, 
Secretary, Membership and now Chairperson.  He has helped 
with planting, with species  translocations and has also helped 
develop relationships with many stakeholders such as DOC, 
Iwi, universities etc.  He is an experienced guide and has 
given many talks to interested groups about the development 
of the Island. 
 

Tiritiri Matangi attracts more than 20,000 visitors annually.  It 
has many similarities to Mana Island - it lies 4km off the coast 
of Auckland's Whangaparaoa Peninsula and was originally 
cleared and farmed for many years.  It was also the site of 
one of the Hauraki Gulf's most important aids to navigation, 
the Tiritiri Light. 
 

Between 1984 and 1994 the farm animals were removed and 
over 280,000 trees planted by volunteers.  It is now pest-free 
and provides a habitat for a number of rare and endangered 
species, including saddleback, takahe, parakeet, North Island 
robin, kokao, whitehead, little spotted kiwi, stitchbird and 
brown teal. 
 

- and don’t forget 
to come to the 

 
 

AGM 
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Open to non- members 
Bring your friends! 
Bring your partners! 
Bring anyone you think 
would be interested! 



THE PARADOX OF NOCTURNAL LIZARDS 
 
Kelly Hare spent three weeks on Mana 
Island during November 2003 as part of 
her PhD research.  She is studying how 
nocturnal lizards are able to function at 
cool night temperatures.  Reptiles are 
ectothermic (cold-blooded) and highly 
influenced by environmental temperature.  
Most reptiles are diurnal and forage 
during warm daytime temperatures.  
However, some species of lizard are 
nocturnal and are able to function at cool 
night-time temperatures, even though 
they prefer body temperature ranges only 
attainable during day hours.   

 
Kelly’s research aims to compare 
physiological measures of both nocturnal 
and diurnal species of skink and gecko, 
including their metabolic rates and energy 
use at different temperatures.  Kelly 
hopes to find a difference in energy use 
and metabolic rates between nocturnal 
and diurnal species at low vs. high 
temperatures. 

 
While on Mana Island, Kelly captured 30 
adults of each of the following species: 
common gecko (Hoplodactylus 
maculatus), gold stripe gecko (H. 
chrysosireticus) and Macgregor’s skink 
(Cylcodina macgregori), and measured 
their metabolic rates at both 15 and 25°C. 
Kelly has not yet analysed the data but 
results from other species from the 
mainland and Stephens Island show that 
metabolic rates do not differ at cool vs. 
warm temperatures in nocturnal and 
diurnal geckos.   It will be interesting to 
see if this pattern is also apparent in 
skinks.  

 
Currently Kelly is capturing more lizards 
from the Greater Wellington Region, 
including the green gecko (Naultinus 
elegans punctatus).  If she manages to 
find any green geckos they will be 
translocated to Mana Island.��
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