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ANOTHER COLONY OF DIVING PETRELS FOUND 
Dr Colin Miskelly, (DoC Technical Support Manager for Conservator) writes - 
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Recently, Colin Ryder interviewed Allan Corry.  Allan is one of those people who are the backbone of any voluntary 
organisation.  Never likely to get a Conservation Award, never likely to be on a Committee but always there on the 
ground, where it really counts.  Allan is Mana Island’s seed collector par excellence.  This is Allan’s story. 
 
“I am part of a volunteer group of helpers who collect seed for regeneration of Mana Island’s bush lands and forest.  
How did it all start? 
 
On a visit to Kapiti Island the ranger, Peter Daniels, sat us all down for a talk. The first question he asked was “How 
many of you are home-grown Kiwis?”  Half the group proudly put up their hands.   
 
He then asked us to identify the native trees around us.   
 
The answers were revealing. 
 
It was a shock.  We couldn’t identify our own New Zealand trees. 
 
So I set about trying to learn the trees while tramping in the bush and mountains.  After months of observing trees, 
leaves, bark, flowers, fruits and nuts, it was time to assist Mana’s seed collection programme. Jason Christensen (DoC) 
provided a seasonal calendar of approximate seeding times, a list of seeds required for the island and a tree 
identification book for reference.  I was given maps of local areas to collect from, so as to maintain similar genetic stock 
to that on the island. 
 
I spent a lot of time the first year exploring the Porirua and Karehana Bay scenic reserves, attempting to find likely seed 
trees of different species.  Every so often I would fluke the right tree at the right time and collect some seeds.   I soon 
learnt the hard way that this was a hit and miss method.  Observing flowering onwards to maturing seeds, so as to learn 
the seeding cycles of each species of tree, was a better way to get results. 
 
The seeds of the high canopy of the forest eluded all my efforts, until a big storm bought down immature flowers, seeds 
and berries.  These proved to be indicators of where and when seeds could be found at a later date. 
 
A seed collecting year starts in late spring with the flowering and seeding of rangiora.  The slowly maturing seeds of the 
red matipo might also be ready.  It is essential to record ripe seeding periods in your calendar throughout the seasons for 
future reference. 
 
The easy seeds to collect are those with hard shells – miro, matai, pigeonwood, hinau etc.  They are very colourful when 
ripe, easily seen by both birds and collectors.   
 
The hardest seeds to collect are those that remain green throughout their maturing with few clues to indicate ripeness.  
Henge hange and lancewoods change slightly with a touch of purple just before they fall to the ground and disappear 
into the leaf mulch.  Giant kahikatea grow a small pink fruit attached to the seed before falling.   
 
Each tree has its own way of dispersing its seed, or protecting seeds from browsers. Divaricating shrubs have densely 
interlaced twigs with small leaves; the seeds deep inside the bush are like miniature pearls. 
 
Seeds dispersed by wind from high in the canopy are the most difficult to collect.   
For example, half a dozen parachutes, shaped like little feather dusters, are released for wind dispersal from each of the 
seed capsules of the puketea.  Rewarewa has to be watched closely to observe the first of the seed capsules splitting.  
Too soon and the seeds are not viable; too late, and the seeds have flown with the aid of a tiny wing.  Then you must 
wait for another flowering year and six more months for the seed to develop. 
 
Kohekohe trees seed every two years when they produce a bumper crop.  Bucketfuls are collected to broadcast at 
random under the established tree canopies on Mana Island.  Other seeds are being trialled to see if this method might 
work for them as well. 
 
It cannot be assumed that all seeds will grow without further assistance.  For example a miro seed may lie in the soil for 
years until there is a wet enough season to enable it to germinate.  It then requires many wet seasons for its slow growth.  
The island’s nursery, with its regular supply of water, speeds up the growth of many young trees.  It is there that you 
can see the results of your collecting labours. 
 
It’s all the little discoveries to be made along the way, learning the many facets of forest ecology as you explore, that 
makes collecting interesting.  Each collecting expedition reveals wonderful diversity of life forms.  It’s good to get to 
know a forest in all its seasons and to know that Mana Island will one day be the same.” 



 
A month or so ago I rang Mana Island to have a chat to 
our favourite Field Centre Manager (a fancy DOC 
terms which means “ Ranger”  but sounds more 
impressive). Unfortunately, I was told by a colleague, 
who would prefer to remain anonymous, that Jason was 
taking a senior colleague back to the mainland but the 
trip was taking longer than usual because of the need to 
take frequent stops.  When pressed for the reason, it 
was explained that Jason and Ian had been celebrating 
Jason being on the Island for 10 years the night before.  
Enough said. 
 
Ten years on Mana is a major milestone (or is it a 
millstone?) and it seemed to me that members may be 
interested in a short account of his time there.  A little 
bit of blackmail and the rest, as they say, is history.  
The bargain was that most of this biography is factual, 
based on an interview, rather than fiction which would 
have been largely based on my fertile imagination but 
supplemented by scuttlebutt. 
 
Jason has a background in horticulture and was 
working in a nursery in the Wairarapa at the time the 
position on Mana became available.  Funnily enough, 
he heard about the Assistant Ranger’ s job on Mana 
when he was on the Heaphy Track.  Some six months 
later, the job was re-advertised and yet another two 
months later, young Jason got the job. 
 
In the interim he had been invited over to the Island by 
the then Field Centre Manager, Phil Todd (of mouse 
eradication fame), to help with weeding.  Jason now 
thinks it was a practical test to see if he could cut the 
mustard (or in this case, “ pull the karo” ).  Obviously he 
could. 
 
Jason remarked that he had his photo taken for the first 
time on Mana during his inaugural week on the job.  
He’ s obviously developed a taste for it: I’ ve even seen 
it on the internet.  (At least, he hasn’ t been in the NZ 
Women’ s Weekly.  Mind you, I was slim and hirsute 
then). 
 
Jason had an early introduction to the vagaries of 
boating across the relatively narrow gap between the 
Island and the mainland.  When Jason started his life 
on Mana he did not have his boatman’ s licence.  After 
Jason had been on the island for two months, Phil had 
to go off for several weeks.  This left one very 
inexperienced, and probably justifiably nervous, Jason 
as the only boatman.  Unfortunately, his first trip 
proved to be an unpleasant lesson when what looked 
like smooth sailing from the stability of the beach, 
quickly turned into a lumpy and somewhat scary sea. 
 
The other chilling factor was his introduction to his 
house on Mana. 

Jason’ s first winter on the Island was a bit of an eye-
opener. From the warm bosom of the family home, his 
house on Mana had no carpets, no curtains and was 
open plan. (I have found that personal insulation is 
very effective, Jason). 
 
Jason’ s favourite project was undoubtedly the 
restoration of the Waikoko wetland.  It was his 
complete focus for six weeks.  They all worked hard 
and played hard and every time he sits on his deck in 
the afternoon sun, sipping his coffee, he can watch the 
brown teal paddling in the water. And, it undoubtedly 
made a big imprint on the Island.   Best of all, though, 
it involved lots of very HEAVY machinery.  Jason says 
that there’ s nothing like being woken up at 6am by a 
toot from a Mack truck.  (He’ s right, there). 
 
In spite of his geographical isolation on the Island, 
Jason has enjoyed the social aspects of the job.  He’ s 
met some really interesting people and worked with 
some really good DoC colleagues and contractors, and 
developed a good network of contacts. 
 
He’ s at pains to acknowledge the massive contribution 
made by volunteers over almost 20 years.  “ The Island 
would not be what it is today, and many of the projects 
would not have happened without community 
involvement.”  
 
Several other events stick in the memory, but for 
different reasons. 
 
On one occasion, he had to dispose of a dead orca on 
the beach.  This involved dismembering the 
memorably odoriferous carcase, burying the flesh and 
bagging up the bones; carrying them along the coast 
and over to the mainland on the boat.  The smell 
lingered longer than he did. 
 
Another time, a certain somebody organised 
sponsorship of 10 tonnes of cement from Winstones to 
reinforce the construction in the Wetland. Our poor lad 
had to move it all himself.  (That’ s 250 bags, folks, 
each of which would have had to be handled at least 
three times).  And I thought he would have been 
pleased at my initiative. 
 
Jason was also involved in a “ Miami Vice”  type police 
chase.  One day while out in his boat, he noticed that  
someone had landed illegally on the north end of the 
Island.  He beckoned to the individual concerned who 
came out in his dingy and, lo and behold, brandished a 
knife at our surprised lad and took off.  Jason did the 
right thing: rang Ian Cooksley, his boss.  Ian rang the 
Police and the volunteer rangers.  The chase then got 
serious, in a “ Keystone Copish”  sort of a way with a  

                                     Continued next page  

THE ALMOST UNAUTHORIZED BIOGRAPHY OF JASON 
CHRISTENSEN – 10 YEARS ON MANA ISLAND 

By Colin Ryder 
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Continued from previous page 
convoy of police cars, carrying the Armed Offenders 
Squad, and even more cars carrying members of the 
public, pursuing this idiot up Whiteria Park. 
 
Where to for the future? 
 
In ten years, the planting programme would be 
effectively finished and the forest would be clearly 
visible from the mainland.  The bush would be 
swarming with robins and kakariki and there would 
have been several other species re-introduced and 
breeding happily.  (Ryder’ s concrete gannets still won’ t 
be flying, however.)  Pigeons, tuis and bellbirds will be 
there doing their bit to develop a sustainable and 
healthy ecosystem. 
 
While the planting would have dropped right off, 
FOMI will still have an important role in the Island’ s 
restoration. 
 
FOMI has just started the background work in 
unearthing the human history of Mana.  Jason sees 
FOMI’ s work in this area as instrumental in building 

up the members’  and general public’ s awareness of this 
fascinating aspect of the Island. 
 
And, of course, he thinks that FOMI will become more 
involved in developing the visitors’  facilities and 
interpretation on the Island as he anticipates it 
becoming more popular.  But “ it will never be as big as 
Kapiti.”  He sees Mana as Wellington’ s “ hidden jewel.”  
 
Jason cheerfully admits to having a great lifestyle on 
the Island.  He meets an endless stream of interesting 
people and is hardly ever forced to eat alone.  Every 
day is different and there is a great deal of variety with 
things changing very quickly. 
 
Most importantly, he has made a major contribution to 
conservation on the Island and, through that, for New 
Zealand as a whole.  It’ s somewhat ironic, given his 
passion for the subject, that he will be regarded as an 
important part of Mana Island’ s history. 
 
Thanks, mate!! 
Colin Ryder 
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Denis Fairfax is proceeding with the oral 
history programme, taping the recollections 
of those associated with the various phases 
of Mana Island's history. Progress is slow but 
steady with three interviews completed and 
several more about to start. Tapes are to be 
deposited in the National Library and in 
Pataka. Any suggestions re suitable 
interviewees should be directed to Denis at 
dfairfax@paradise.net.nz 
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