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Mrs Heather May recently visited Mana Island for the first time and sent us an account of her day - 

 
MANA  ISLAND 

TE  MANA  O  KUPE  KI  AOTEAROA 
 
Upon waking, I heard the weather report on my radio.  It was going to change to the south.  Not 
taking any chances to go to church on my mobility scooter I settled back for a quiet day. 
 
Thinking back, about the mobility scooter, it had bucked me off while taking a sharp turn.  I say it 
bucked me because when I came to my senses it was still standing on three wheels while I’d hit the 
tar seal road (right outside the doctors surgery).  This incident had happened just two days prior to 
Xmas and amongst lesser injuries I was still nursing a soft tissue problem on the right shoulder.  It 
still felt awkward to lift my right arm.  But then on the 26th came the news of the Tsunami and it 
was hard to feel sorry for myself under these circumstances. 
 
At 9am the phone rang.  It was my daughter Pam.  She said that she was going to visit Mana Island 
with her husband Ray, who was the electrician on call to fix a generator problem.  And would I like 
to come too? 
 
Pam knew I had wanted to visit Mana Island for years.  I’d painted it many times with its 
captivating sunsets from my home in Plimmerton.  We had a perfect view from our lounge window.  
After appreciating it for so long from afar I was keen to see it close at hand.  With all its gullies and 
trees it would be a great opportunity to check my observations 
 
To the phone call I said ‘Yes’.  To the weather forecast, well I’d just have to trust Ray on that one.  
Pam added, ‘We’ll pick you up by 11am and don’t forget your gumboots and wet weather gear!’  
What was I in for?  Looking out to sea, it was a little choppy, maybe a half metre swell.  Couldn’t 
see much activity on the water. 
 
We arrived at the Mana Marina to see the boat belonging to the Department of Conservation 
moored ready and waiting.  A few Friends of Mana Island were already on board and the 
captain/DoC Ranger Jason Christensen.  Jason knew how to negotiate the waves and in quick time 
we arrived at Mana Island.  I saw the boat shed and the boat cradle sitting in the water waiting for 
Jason to drive the boat on to it.  To the left of the boat shed was the remains of the old wharf.  All of 
a sudden there’s a jolt and we’re being winched up into the boat shed.  The reason for not having a 
wharf is an important part of keeping the Island pest-free.  If people landed willy nilly all sorts of 
undesirables could be let loose on this protected environment. 
 
We walked about a hundred metres to the visitor’s accommodation building.  I’m told that in the 
1970’s the Island was protected for sheep breeding and experimental purposes.  Although it’s still 
protected the Conservationists have taken over the Island to create an environment for wildlife.  The 
accommodation building looked rugged, with kitchen bunkrooms and handy conveniences.  
Originally there was not general accommodation here and this building was used for operations and 
laboratory procedures.  Opposite this building were storage sheds and a workshop. 
 
Time for a cuppa and lunch in the fair sized kitchen; we were introduced to Colin. Colin very 
graciously offered to be a guide for Pam and me.  Ray was going to be very busy on the generator, 
so when Colin explained that he’d been busy all morning especially looking for parakeets and 
would be pleased for the break, we accepted his offer. 
 



First stop, the plant nursery which was on the northern side of the visitors accommodation building.  
And what a delight to see.  Originally a barn, Colin explained how the variety of native plants still 
in their juvenile state would be planted in parts of the Island by volunteers and DoC staff. I was 
only beginning to appreciate the thousands of hours DoC staff and FOMI had already put into this 
massive scheme as we began our tour. 
 
Being in my early eighties (yes I forgot to tell you that bit up until now) I was concerned whether 
my worn ankles would survive the distance, but we didn’t climb the hill (thank goodness) and 
moved mainly under the more mature trees around the wetlands that have been man-made for the 
wildlife.  We saw two brown teal on a man-made lake, and at the waters edge, dry bushes of 
manuka placed as cover for their young to protect them from the harrier hawks.  The brown teal 
ducks are fully protected.  Also we saw a paradise duck on another man-made lake further around.  
The paradise ducks are protected but may be hunted in the open season (not on Mana Island of 
course).  We passed three residential- style homes tucked away in bush.  One of them belonging to 
Jason the ranger.  Walking under the trees and seeing the bird life was so peaceful. 
 
Finally we visited the Woolshed which holds parts of the oldest woolshed in New Zealand, with its 
old implements and posters giving it historical interest.  Then back to the visitor’s accommodation 
building for feet up and another cuppa.  We were very grateful to Colin for giving us his time.  By 
now we felt like the Friends of Mana Island too. 
 
It was not 4pm and the tide was telling us it was time to go home.  It was suggested that I have a 
ride to the boat shed with Jason on the quad bike.  My sore ankles told me this was a good idea.  
The boat was winched down into the water, and then released.  On the way back I felt a few bumps 
(wouldn’t like a three metre swell).  Then back to the Mana Marina. 
 
Although we did not get to the top of the hill on the Island, I was able to view an aerial map.  It is 
not the shape I thought it was.  Now, when I look across the water to Mana, I will no longer think of 
it as just my long and skinny Island.  Although I will always enjoy appreciating and painting its 
ever-changing beauty, it has become much more than that to me now.  Upon closer inspection, it’s 
my friendly Island teaming with life and a bright future. 
 
Thank you Ray, Colin and Jason for a delightful and interesting trip.  Also the weather for holding 
out.  A special thanks to Pam for instigating the phone call in which she expected me to say no.  I’m 
glad I said yes! 
 
Statistics on Mana Island 

• In days gone by it was a whaling station 
• Mana Island lighthouse on the North end of  the Island – 1863 shipped form London – 1877 

finally extinguished on Mana – 1881 installed on Cape Egmont 
• 1886 the Vella family commenced a 70 year lease 
• 1893 was first temporarily and later permanently reserved for defence purposes, except for 

10 acres which comprised the landing place reserve 
• 1948 declared Crown Land and ceased to be defence reserve 
• Once known as the Table Island due to its formation 
• First sheep station in NZ 
• Quarantine for sheep 
• Highest point 217 ft 
• More that 380,000 trees have been planted to date April 2005 
• 400 native varieties of bush and other plants 
• Estimated 5,000,000 mice were eradicated by laying poison in small 18 inch long corrugated 

plastic pipes 
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